[image: image1.png]I TYSSTAT

CITY HALL THE CAPITOL ,;ri






Ed Koch: “I Am A Supporter of Kirsten Gillibrand” [UPDATED]

Written by Andrew J. Hawkins 

Time posted: March 13, 2012 1:22 PM- 

Unfortunately for Bob Turner, there will be no Ed Koch magic for his second time around – the former New York City mayor says he’s firmly in the corner for Kirsten Gillibrand.

“I am a supporter, with respect to the Senate, of Kirsten Gillibrand and will be supporting her re-election,” Koch said.

Koch’s support of Turner over Assemblyman David Weprin in last year’s special election proved to be crucial in the Republican businessman’s surprise victory. Koch backed Turner to send a message about his displeasure with President Obama’s Israel policy. But now that that message has been sent, he says he’s endorsement must shift.

“I like Bob Turner,” Koch said. “I think he’s the best the Republican Party has here in New York or around the country. The Republicans have very few candidates worth talking about, and he’s one of them. But I am committed to, with deep pride, to the re-election campaign of Gillibrand.”

Gillibrand shouldn’t expect Koch to bad mouth Turner on the campaign trail, though. The former mayor says he won’t say anything negative about the congressman.

“In politics you have to chose sometimes between the good and the bad, and sometimes between good and good, and better,” he said.

Turner made the decision to run for Senate after a federal judge’s congressional redistricting proposal eliminated his Queens/Brooklyn district.

And in a conference call earlier this afternoon about workforce training and job growth, Gillibrand briefly addressed Turner’s announcement about his decision to run.

“The number one issue around New York is the economy. I intend to talk about my vision for New York, what bills I’m working on, what I’ve done, what I hope to do, what my priorities are,” she said. “And I assume whoever’s going to run will do the same.”

[UPDATE] Gillibrand spokesman Glen Caplin sent us this statement:

“We welcome Congressman Turner to the race. We look forward to contrasting Senator Gillibrand’s record of fighting for New York’s middle class with that of Congressman Turner’s record as a former Rush Limbaugh producer turned self-proclaimed ‘pandering’ Republican if he becomes the nominee.  As a member of Congress, his record of voting with House Republicans to help protect tax breaks for millionaires and billionaires, raise Medicare premiums for seniors, and block efforts to put middle class families back to work is far too extreme for New York.”
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